Western Kentucky University

TopSCHOLAR®
WKU Archives Records

WKU Archives

9-1988

UA66/8/3 Geogram
WKU Geography & Geology

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records
Part of the Geography Commons, Geology Commons, Higher Education Administration
Commons, Hydrology Commons, Journalism Studies Commons, Mass Communication Commons,
Public Relations and Advertising Commons, and the Speleology Commons
Recommended Citation
WKU Geography & Geology, "UA66/8/3 Geogram" (1988). WKU Archives Records. Paper 5202.
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/5202

This Newsletter is brought to you for free and open access by TopSCHOLAR®. It has been accepted for inclusion in WKU Archives Records by an
authorized administrator of TopSCHOLAR®. For more information, please contact topscholar@wku.edu.

WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY

GEOGRAM
GEOGRAPHY AND GEOLOGY DEPARTMENT
NEWSLETTER
LETTER FROM THE CHAIR

SEPTEMBER 1988

This is the second in a series of Newsletters. We were gratified by your overwhelming initial re·
sponse. One of the differences you may nOle in this GEcx:::iRAM is the expanded Alumni News Section.
Keep those letters and cards coming! We are always happy to hear from you. A response form is included for your convenience al the e nd of this report.
Several significant events have occurred thi s pa st calendar year. Faculty continued their quest for
excellence by publi shing 48 articles. technical and consulting reports. and abstracts. Thirty-one professional papers were prescmed and six external grants valued at $ 189,285 were secured. Students within
the Department al so participated in the research process by presenting 17 professional papers and having
13 profess ional publications.
Public service activity increased to an all time high. Glen Conner was the recipient of the Public
Service Award for Ogden College. A Center for Local Government was created and housed within the
Departmen t.
Several personnel changes were initiated. Claude Pickard retired after many long years of serv ice
and dedication. Dr. Stuart Foster and Ms. Eugenie Rovai-Williams were added to the faculty . Ms. Amy
Huot was employed as the new secretary for the Center for Local Government.
We welcome you to visit the Depanment--if you can't visit, wri te!
Sincerely,
Wayne L. Hoffman
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FACULTY AWARDS
Mr. Glen Conner, Assistant Professor of Geography and State Climatologist. was the recipient
of the Ogden College Award for Di stingui shed
Public Service. Recipients of thi s award must
demonstrate effective productivity in
public service and in academic excellence. There
al so must be present appropriate recogn ition
for the Department, College and University, and
demo nstrated relevance to the University's mission and insti tutional welfare.
The award recipient shall integrate public service
into the individual's total professio nal development in the academic d iscipline and as a member
of the community of scholars. The recipient must
al so exempl ify by individual professional and
personal actions, q ualities of unsel fishness,
integrity and a humane o utlook.
Other faculty members who were honored by
nominations for the following awards were: Dr .
Conra d Moore, for teaching. Mr. G len Conner ,
for teaching, Dr . Albert Pete rsen, for teaching,
and Dr. Nicholas C raw fo rd, for research.

ST UDENTS RECE IVE AWARDS
The Judson Roy Griffin Award fo r the O ut standin g Geology Senior was awarded to C arl Brilton
Dotson .
The Ro nald Dilamarter Award for the Outstanding Geography Senior was awarded to
Jefferson J o hn Beeckler.
The Outstanding Academic Achievement Award
in Geography was awarded to S hari Smiley
Frills.
The award for Outstanding Student Leadershi p in
Geograph y was awarded to Sha ron Denise
Rouse.

Student Awards, Continued
The Merle Prunty Award for the O utstandi ng
Geography Undergraduate Student in the
Southeast United States was awarded by the
Southeast Division of the Association of
American Geographers to J effe rson John
Beeckl ef .
The Lew Bicking Award for Exemplary Cave
Exploration was awarded by the National
Speleological Society to James S mit h.
The National Speleological Society Fel low
Award was presented to J a m es Smith .
Congratulatio ns!

EXT ERNA L GRANTS TOTALING
$189,285
RECEIVED
BY DEP ART M ENTAL FAC ULTY IN
1987
Departmental Faculty received six external
grams totaling $189,285 d uring 1987. Nick
C rawrord received $58,000 ror the th ird year
of the Bowling Gree n Toxic Fumes Study.
W ayne Hoffma n and two others received a
$96,000 HUD Minori ty G rant to develop a
two-year work-study program fo r students in
the City and Regio nal Plann ing and the Public
Administration Program. Mark Low ry
received $23,()(K) fro m the Partners of the
Americas and other sources to fund hi s sabbatical research to Ecuador. Ken Kueh n
received a computer software grant of $500
fro m Joseph Communications. Alber t
Petersen received a $8,640 gran t from the
Kentucky Departmen t of Ed ucatio n to deve lop
an African module. Finally, Glen C onner had
a $3, 145 fellows hip from the National C limate
Center for an in ternship in Asheville, North
Carolina.
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Alumni Contributions
As you may know, alumni are allowed to designate monetary donations directly to the academic
depanment or major of their choice. We were gratified by your response to OU T plea in last year's
GEOGRAM. The need for your assistance continues. Budgets are particularly tight.
We would like to particularly acknowledge the kind gifts of Carolyn Dingus and Tom Phillips.
Other alumni who contributed during the year were:
Roben M. Simpson
Larry R. Daugherty
Catherine M. Lowe
Timothy E. Kelley
Let's put your name in thi s section in the nex t GEOGRAM. If you can't send money, however, send
news. We are always happy to hear from you.

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
Many of our graduates have moved and we no longer have a current address for them. Please scan
this list and if you have a current address, please provide it at your earliest convenience. They are
missing all the news!

Timothy Baird
Frank Cuffee
Victor Augsburger
Randall Bowman

Laura Daniel
Dixon Duffett
Randall Freese
Dale Houchins
Brian Kille
Julie McMahon
Chri s Peake
Boyd Sexton
Karen Sluan
Valerie Timmons
Chri s Zirkelbach

1985
1982
1986
1984
1984
1979
1982
1981
1985
1983
?

1979
1982
1979
198 1

Mike L 'Heureux
Monty Bertram
Paul Ouderkirk
Don Rice
Warren Bishop

William Greene
Amy Klarer
Jeffrey Johnson
Tony Mayes
Darrell Meader
Doug Miles
Don Sc hroeri ng
Dennis Rouse
Kim Urbanek
Thomas Vogel

1984
1983
1978
1983
1984
1979
198 1
1981
1976
1979
1978
1983
1981
1980
1984

HOMECOMING L UNCH?

The department is considering hosting a lunch for alumni during future
homecomings. If you would be inte rested in attending such a functio n
send a note along with your Geogram. If interest is sufficient, we will
schedule the event in 1989.

,
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Dr. Claude Pickard Retires After 31 Years of Service
Dr. C la ude Pickard has retired in 1988 after 31 years of teaching at WcslCm. His associatio n with WKU
goes back to 1952 when he received his B.A. here. He has seen the dcparuncnt grow from a relatively small staff of
fi ve 10 our present number of sixtcen. Dr. Pickard taught a variety of courses during his tenure, including: North
America. Kentucky, Econo mic Geography and Historical Geography. More recently he primarily taught Introd uctory
Physical Geography. Claude's six children arc his pride and joy. All o f them e ither graduated fro m Western or arc
enrolled at the present time. Claude and his wife Peggy retired to his farm locaLed in Warren County. They look
forward to a leisurely retirement

New Faculty and Staff Members
We would like to welcome t wo new faculty members and a new sccrcla/)' to our department this year. Ms.

Eugenic Rovai-Williams comes from the Geography Department at Weber Suite College in Ogden, Ulah. Ms. Williams
received an M.A. from Clark University in Worcester, Massachusetts in 1987, and is currently com pleting a doctoral
degree schedu led to be awarded this fall . Dr. Swart FOSler comcs to WKU from Carnegie Mellon University in
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania where he was a research associate for the School of Urban aod Public Affairs. Dr. FOSler received his M.A. and Ph.D. from The Ohio State Un iversity. Ms. Amy Huot is sccrelar)' for The Center for Local Government Services. We look forward to working with lhcse new members of our depanment and take this opportunity to
wish them good luck in their future endeavors at Western.

Retired Faculty Members
Five faculty members have retired from the Department of Geography and Geology in recent years: Mr. Willard
Cockrill (1980), Dr. Roben Foster (1975), Mrs. Willie Moore (1974), Dr. James W. Taylor (1980), and Dr. Claude
Pickard (1988). Mr. Richard Jett passed away in 1974. He and Mrs. Moore, who passed away in 1985, leave many
fond memories. They are missed by all who knew them.
Willard Cockrill retired in 1980 afler fifty-two years of leaching. He began at age sevenlCCn and missed only one
year in his entire career. Unless one knew already, one might not suspect that Willard is retired. He keeps his offiee in
the department and is in the department area at least some of the time mOSt weeks. Whereas he does little research now,
he keeps up with his fie ld. He has been teaching one to three classes a semester since he retired. He is, as always,
inspirational 10 all who spend any time with him. In his own words, "1still prance like a horse in antici pation or teaching
a new class or students. I would quit if I didn't enjoy iL I sti ll get excited about new weather equipment." He has
recently advised faculty members on the techn icalities or a new weather radar system in the departmenL Willard is
"thoroughly enjoying the relatively pressure-frce-retircment--no commiuees, no special assignments, no meetings, etc."
Church work occupies much or Willard's time. This is his eighth year to direct schools ror Methodist lay speakers
throughout the Louisville Conference. He goes as far as Lexington and Louisville 10 conduct the schools. Each summer
he and Cathy go to Junaluska, North Carolina for a one week church retreat.
To listen to Willard rem inisce brings into perspeClive his half-century career and the vast changes that he has experienced and lhe impact his career has had. From his early life in lhe country and the old country store, he went on to his
first leaching job. He was paid $490.00 for teaching seven months. He rent was S10.00 per month. He can name people
with whom he worked and studenlS he had taught al1 along the way, including lhe children of all WKU presidents down
10 Dr. Donald Zacharias. When he started teaching at WKU, lhere were ooly sixty facu lty members, one dean, and about
twelve-hundred studcnlS. Today we could multiply all of lhose numbers by len. "Things were much more simple and
personal back then."
Willard's health is good. This is probably due in part to his positive attitude and his garden, which he continues to
tend.
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Jim Taylor retired in 1980 after cleven years at WKU. He has been do ing many things he enjoys and that he
didn't have lime for before. In 1980, Jim and Avo bought a 6O-acrc fann and they devoted much of that year and the
next year LO improving it. In 1982 they took a trip LO Israel willa SLOp-over in Rome. In Jim's words, ~ Il was ajoy
indeed LO make contact wilh ancient cultures and hiSlOric sites of the 'Old World'. Even though I had taught courses on
those area, I could scarcely grasp the wonder of seeing structures which had been buill IwO, (our, or even six thousand

years ago.~
Jim's activities in

1983·84 were severely IimlCd by medical problems thaI required corrective surgery. After a

considerable recovery period. in the summer of 1984 they toured the Eastern Mediterranean, visling Greece, Turkey.
Rhodes. Patmas. Israel and Egypt lim was deeply disappointcd thaI Cyprus was not included in the lOur. He had
planned 10 see some former students there. After returning home, Jim was admiued to the hospitaJ for another problem
bUI proper treatment resulted in good recovery and in a year he was back on the trail again.
In 1986 they prepared the farm house for occupancy. and in January 1987 they sold their ho me in Bowling
G recn and moved to the farm . Their most recent activities arc described best by Jim himself. ~ Hcrc we arc enjoy ing
com muning with nature. listcning 10 the mockingbirds. brown thrush. whippoorwills, and bobwhites. We catch an
occas ional g limpse of ground hogs, decr. and other wildlife. With spring, the bluebirds. chickadees, blue jays. cardinals,
and a multitude of other birds brighlCn our days. We extcnd greetings to our former students. colleagues. and friends and
an invitation to visit us.~ For directions. call (615) 384-6782.

Dr. Robert Foster joined the department in 1968. He retired in 1976. Bob received his Ph.D. from Brigham
Young in 1968 and was our bio-gcography expen. His students will remember him for his inspirational teaching and his
personal concern for the ir well-being. Since his retirement to Utah. Bob has worked in a gold mine and as a pan-time
college instructor. He presently resides at 269 West 200 North. Provo, Utah 8460 1.

SUMMER WORKSHOPS
This summer Dr. Albert Petersen was awarded a $10,000 grant from the National Geographic Society to conduct a ten day summer geography institute fo r Kentucky public school teachers. The
purpose of the institute titled "Your Place in the World" was to assist the classroom teacher in
reintroducing geographic concepts into the existing school curriculum. Nine WKU faculty and three
public school teachers (two from Louisville, one from Owensboro) provided the basic inslTUction.
The intensive work sessions included formal instruction, hands-on activities, and field oips.
Twenty seven teachers (K-12) participated in the institute which took place on Western's campus.
Departmental Faculty were also involved in a two-week Earth Science Workshop which was eon dueled by Ihe Center for Environmental Education. Noland Fields, Mike Trapasso and Conrad
Moore participated in this effort.

PIG ROAST -- SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15
CALL 502-745-4555 FOR DETAILS!
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Faculty Activities 1987-1988
Dr. Reza Ahsan. Dr. Ahsan has continued his interest in Canography, Remote Sensing and the
Human Geography of South Asia. After his return from sabbatical in Bangladesh, India, Nepal and
Pakistan, he continued to research the geography of that area. Or. Ahsan has presented papers on
Bangladesh at the Kentucky Academy of Science and the Association of American Geographers in
Ponland, Oregon. He has served as a member of the WKU International Day Programs and coordinated Geography exhibits. He also selVes on the Asian Study Center and Latin American Study
committees and on the Faculty Senate. Dr. Ahsan attended workshops on "CAD Systems in Canography" in Portland, Oregon and "Video Image Processing Systems for RemOie Sensing Applications" at Northern Illinois University in Dekalb, JIl inois.
Mr. Jim Bingham . Mr. Bingham's activities for the past year were varied. He feels that the most
interesting thing that he did from a "teaching" perspective was to visi t twO schools in the region . At
Lewisburg Elementary he talked with 80 fourth graders about economic development in Logan
County. Mr. Bingham di scussed the application of the regional method with a nimh grade class at
Bowling Green High School. Mr. Bingham and Dr. Hoffman continue to pursue topics related 10
Kemucky and they presented a paper dealing with commuting patterns in the Commonwealth al Ihe
Kentucky Academy of Science meeting. Additionally, Mr. Bingham became the faculty advisor for
Gamma Theta Upsilon and he urges G.T.U. alumni to support the fraternity.
Mr. Glen Con ner. The drought of 1988 kepI Glen Conner bu sy as State Climatologist for Ken·
lucky. During the May through Augu st period, nOl counting countless local newspaper calls, he
provided ten radio, fourteen televi sion, and thirty ne wspaper interviews. He is a member of the
Commonwealth Drought Monitoring Task Force which has met six times this year. He chaired a
session at the Natural Resources Cabinet's "Planning for Drier Seasons" meeting in March. He was
speaker at the Governor's "Call to Action " drought meeting in July. He attended climate workshops
in May and July at the University of Illinois. He partici pated in a Microcomputers in Canography
workshop and presented a paper at the AAG meeting in Phoenix in April. He was presen ted the
Public Service Award for Ogden College for the 1987- 1988 academic year.
Dr. Nicholas Crawford . During the past year, Nick Crawford has published: "Origins of Water·
Spouts in Karst Regions" (wi th George Veni), National SpeleoJoeicaJ Society Bulletin: "Recent
Cave Exploration beneath Bowling Green" (with Chris Groves), National Speleoloeical Society
~; "Speleology", "Stalactite", "Stalagmite", and "Geyser" in the World Book Encyclopedja, 1988
edition; and six additional articles. Also. the Tennessee Divi sion of Geology will publish a mono.
graph by Dr. Crawford, Subterranean Stream Invasion. Conduit Cavern Development and .s.k2J;!t
Retreat in the Los t Creek Cave Area. White CouOly. Tennessee. He al so authored or coaut ho red 22
professional reports and 20 papers presented at professional meetings. The results of a Bowling
Green radon study by Webster and Crawford were released and, with other organ ization s, the Center
for Cave and Karst Studies sponsored a Radon Workshop at WKU . Dr. Crawford continues his
work on groundwater investigation as pan of the environmental impact study for the Tennessee
Superconducting Super Collider site proposal to the Departmen t of Energy. He is involved in
preparing the environmental portion of the Bowling Green Comprehensive Plan, and research con·
tinues on various groundwater contamination problems in karst areas, as well as radon research , and
other karst problems.
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Faculty Activities, continued

Dr. James L. Davis. James L. Davis published two articles. "Urban Reclamation of a British Coal
Mining Area" and "Innovative Development and Renewal for Mature FacuIty Members: A Case
Study" (with Wayne L. Hoffman). He presented papers on geography and literature topics (c0authored by Nancy H. Davis) at both the national meeting of the Association of American Geographers and the Kentucky Academy of Science meeting and a paper on tran sponation systems in China
at the national meeting of the Popular Cuhure Association. Dr. Davis served as Historian of the
Southeastern Division of the Association of American Geographers, Secretary of the Geography
Section of the Kentucky Academy of Science and Chair of the General Education Committee of the
university-wide Academic Council. He did fieldwork in Hong Kong, Singapore, and other urban
centers in Japan , China, and Thailand. Dr. Davis's plans for 1988-89 include servi ng as director of
the Transportation componenl of the Bowling Green-Warren County Comprehensive Plan Revi sion
and presenting papers at two national and one state meeting.
Dr. Noland Fields. During the 1987-88 A Y, Dr. Fields continued to teach his regular courses in
physical and hi storical geology, paleonlology and environmen tal geology. He also cominued hi s
work in the area of science teacher education as chair of the Ogden College Science Education
Committee and as an instructor at several science teacher workshops throughout Central Kentucky.
At the Geological Society of America national meeting in Phoenix, he presen ted a paper on improving the background of underprepared eanh science teachers. In the spring of 1988 he was appoin ted
by Governor Wilkinson to the state Eanhquake Hazards and Technical Safety Committee and is now
actively involved with that group. Duri ng the summer of '88, he returned to Bri tain and collected
infonnarion along the southern coast on landslips and beach processes for his environmental geology
class (and of course, visited the famous Mesozoic fossil localities). Dr. Fields expects most of these
activities relative to instruction , public service and science educat"ion to continue during the 1988-89
year. In November, he will present a paper at the national GSA meeting in Denver and hopes to
attend the Sou theastern Section meeting of the GSA in Atlanla in the spri ng of 1989.
Dr. Stuart Foster. Dr. Foster relates that he is very excited to be joining the faculty at Western. In
the past year, prior to his arrival on campus, he was a research associate at Carnegie Mellon University and a visiting assi stant professor at West Virginia University. In addition, he completed his
doctoral work at The Ohio State University. In the coming year he will be con tinuing research in the
development of adaptive filterin g, a heuristic approach for estimation of model parameters that vary
over space and time. This research has received funding from the National Scie nce Foundation and
offers exciting avenues for funher research relevant to spatial-temporal modeling and forecasting.
Dr. Edmund E. Hegen. In Augu st of 1987, Dr. Hegen served as consultant to the Colombian Petroleum In stitute for an ongoing program of rural development in the nonhern Colombian Llanos.
Work on this project is continuing. Initial field research for a study of freshwater use in 20 southeastern Kentucky counties was unden aken during the spring and fall semester. The project is carried on.
Dr. Hegen presented "A Kaleidoscope of Colombia's Boundaries and Frontiers" at the 1987 meeting
of KAS . He continues to serve on the university's task force on General Education. A fina1 report
may be presented to the Academic Council by the end of 1988.

Faculty Activities, continued

Dr. Wayne Hoffman. During the past year, Dr. Hoffman presented a paper with Jim Bingham at
the Annual Meeting of the Kentucky Academy of Science, and coauthored a paper with Dr. Jim
Davis. In April he was named Director of the Center for Local Government. Dr. Hoffman is coordinating Western's researc h and activities concerning Bowling Green's and Warren Coun ty's Comprehensive Plan update. He will present a paper at this year's Kentucky Academy of Science and the
Annual Meeting of the Association of American Geographers. Dr. Hoffman will serve on the Program Comminee for the SEDAAG meeting and he continues to be actively involved in the state's
city and regional planning organizations.
Dr. Kenneth Kuehn . Dr. Kuehn's work concluded on a two-year research project, funded by the
U.S. Departmen t of Energy, entitled "Chemistry and Reactivi ty of Micronized Coals." This collaborative study involved three coal chemists and was designed to discover the properties of slurried,
ultra-fine coal particles in the size range of 1-10 microns. Two other research projects are conti nuing. First, the natural history of Murphy's Pond, a freshwater cypress swamp in Hickman County is
being investigated. Previous researchers believe the swamp fonned as a result of the New Madrid
eanhquakes of 1811-1812, just as Reelfoot Lake did to the south. Radiocarbon dates of basal peats,
however, reveal the most likely date of origin for the swamp is 1630 A.D. In another project, the
petroleum geology of the Richardsville Oil Pool (Warren County, Kentucky) was established
through interpretation of more than 100 subsurface well-logs. Results of these projects permi tted Dr.
Kuehn's publication of seven reports, and the presentation of three technical papers at professional
meetings. His students also presented or collaborated on six papers.

Dr. Mark Lowry, n. Dr. Lowry has been involved, and will continue for the near future, in the
production of a documentary for television on the Colorado Indians of Ec uador. After several
research trips to that country, he took sabbatical leave in the fall of 1987 to do the final research and
filming. He hopes to finish the editing soon. As the work ha s progressed, he has produced several
slide lectures and published articles on the Colorados, the all-black Andean Pueblo of Chota, and
Ecuador in all of its human and physical variety and beauty. Meanwhile, he has enjoyed much of
what that country has to offer from cities to jungles, from the Galapagos to the Orient, from beaches
to snow-capped mountains, four of which he climbed in 1987--Chimborazo, Cotopaxi, Pichincha
and Atacaso.
Dr. Jack McGregor. Dr. McGregor continues his activities involving petroleum geology in SouthCentral Kentucky.

Dr. Conrad Moore. Dr. Moore presented papers at the annual meetings of the Kentucky Academy
of Science, the American Association for the Advancement of Science, and the Association of
American Geographers, as well as at a special symposium, "Creation of Myth, lnvention of Tradition
in America," held at Clark University. An article was published in the Proceedings of the Tent h
Nooh American Prairie Conference.
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Faculty Activities, Continued
Dr. Albert Petersen, J r . During the past academic year, Dr. Alben Petersen has been actively involved in tbe Kentucky Geographic Alliance. Dr. Petersen was editor of the Alliance Newsletter and
was instru mental in organizing an "Instructional Leadership Training Program in Geography" for
public school administrators and curriculum development personnel. The Alliance and the Kentucky
Department of Education presented programs thi s summer in Paducah and Somerset. Through the
Alliance, Petersen was successful in obtaining a grant from National Geographic Society to conduct
a summer geography institute for Kentucky public schoolteachers. Dr. Petersen is still active with
the Kentucky Heritage Council and is a member of the state Historic Preservation Review Board.
All changes or additio ns to Kentucky place names pass Petersen's desk as he still functions as a
member fro m Kentucky to the U.S. Board of Geographic names.
Ms. Eugenie Rova i-Williams. Ms. Williams looks forward to working with other faculty and students in the area of groundwater pollution; especially, possible policy mitigation to a local problem.
In addition, a di ssertation defense at Clark University is planned for thi s academic year. The dissertation is entitled, "Using Human Resource Flows as an Indicator of Economic Interaction: A Critical
Use of the General Trade Model for Impact Measurement of Resource Policy." She is also co-a uthor
of an artic le, ''Toward a Low-Cost Methodology for Establishing Central Place Hie rarchies" to be
submitted to the journal, Growth and Chanee. Her summer research on a method for delineatin g
resource policy impact areas, funded by a Weber State College Research and Professio nal Growth
Grant, will be presented to the Kentucky Academy of Science thi s November.
Dr. Rona ld Seeger. During the last year, Dr. Seeger, along with colleagues at Berkeley and the
University of Louisville, continued the research for iridium in the Ordovician-Silurian boundary
region east of Loui sville and closest to Jeptha Knob. Since no significant anomaly was found, Dr.
Seeger will abandon that effort for the present and concentrate on microscopic and TEM studies and
(possibly) drilling. A review paper on cryptoexplosion structures for the In ternational Geological
Congress is planned.
Dr. L. Michael T rapasso. In recen t years, Dr. Trapasso has turned hi s research interests toward the
fie ld of Human Bioclimatology. As a new member of the Internatio nal Society of Biometeorology,
Dr. Trapasso has publi shed two articles and made fi ve presentations concerning the effects of Barometric Pressure o n Human Childbirth. His present research involves the e ffects of weather condi tions on Cardiac Diseases and Athletic Performance. He will soon publi sh articles o n both of these
aspects.

GEOGRAPHY AWARENESS WEEK IS NOVEMBER 14 - 18.
GET INVOLVED!
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Program Modifications and Course Development
Two curriculum modifications were initiated during 1987. The first was a simple course title
change. Geology 102 was renamed from Introduction to Physical Geology to Introduction to Geology.
The second change created the Master or Science Degree in City a nd Regional Planning.
This program has evolved from the Master of Public Service Degree (City and Regional Planning
Option). A recent issue of the American Plannin g Assoc iatio n's. Kentucky Chapter Newsletter
(January 1988) provided details of the program and its past success. Excerpts from the Newsletter
fo llow:
The Department of Geography and Geology at Western Ken tucky
University created its first graduate level planning program in 1972. The original
plan nin g program evolved into the Master of Science Degree in City and
Regional Planning which was approved in 1987. This progro1m specificall y
offers academic and practical training in ci ty and regional planni ng and prepares
students for positions with local, state, and federal agencies, as well as
employme nt within the private sector.
The Master of Science Degree in City and Regional Planning is a thirtynine semester hour program. All students are required to take:
In troduction to City and Regional Planning (3 hours)
Advanced Planning (3 hours)
Problems in Urban Geography (3 hours)
Introduction to Research (3 hours)
an organization theory course (3 hours)
a course stressing local government or comm unity (3 ho urs)
a methodology or statistics course (3 hours)
a planning intern ship (6 ho urs)
The remaining 12 semester hours are based on the career interests of the
student in consultation with the assigned adv isor. Course selection oflen include s
Transportation Planning, Rural Planning, Historic Preservation Plan ning, and
Industrial and Commercial Planning. Students are also offered a wide ranging
selection of teChnique courses within the department which are of value to planners.
They include: Canography, Advanced Canography, Compu,er Canography, Air
Photo Interpretation, Remote Sensing, Statistics, and Experimental Design and Data
Analysis. The department also offers a wide varie ty of environmental planning
courses such as hydrology, water resources, and hydrogeology for students with a
natural science background.
The plannin g program at Western Kentucky University has evolved through
the years from one geared 10 the part time student who already was employed to
the fu ll time graduate studen t. To assist a stude nt in obtaining a degree a lim ited
number of graduate assistantships are available. The planning area and the
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University was recentl y the recipient of a HUD Community Development Minority
Grant ($96,000) and has several students on scholarship for the next two years.
The Department is proud of its sixty-six planning graduates. Western Kentucky University
graduates are employed throughoullhe country. The area development di stricts, local planning
offices, state government, and private consultants are the major employers. The required six semester hour internship exposes the student to a "real world" work experience as well as to pOiential
employment si tuations and has proven to be a focal point of our academic program as well as the
basis for much of its success.

Center for Local Government Services
The Center for Local Government Services was establi shed on April 1, 1988. Wayne Hoffman was
named Director. Although it is a university·wide Center, activities will be coordinated out of the
Department and Ogde n College. Basically the Center was created to provide a centralized point of
contact for persons, both inside and outside the University, who have an interest and desire for
university services. The major outcomes of such activities should be a broader and stro nger base of
political suppon at the local level and within state government, and increased o pportunities for
faculty, staff, and students to engage in applied professional research.
The Center for Local Government Services has been quite active in its first four months. We have
contracted with Bow ling Green/Warren County to complete significant portions of its Comprehen·
sive Plan. A two-year contract of well over $140,000 has been signed . Sixteen faculty members are
involved in writing and researching specific elements of the Plan.
Departmental faculty included in this number are:
Wayne Hoffman, U niversi ty Coordinator
Jim Davis, Transportation Element
Albert Petersen, Housing Element
Conrad Moore, Bio-Geography
Nick Crawford, Environmental Element
Glen Conner, Climate
The Center for Local Government Services has received a grant of $44,000 entiLied Barren River
Plant Si te Promotion from the Barren River Area Development District. This grant was limited to
fou r counties. A supplemental grant of $66,000 was also recently approved to include the remaining
six counties in the Barren River Area Development District. Negotiation s are underway with
several communities and counties for provision of o ther Center services.
We expect the Center and its services to grow considerably in the coming years. Its location in the
depanment along with the Center for Cave and Karst Studies and the KentUCky Climate Center
offers us a wonderful opportunity to advance the cause of geography and geology at the university
and throughout our service region .
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Alumni Reports
T imothy E. Kelly (Adminisuauvc Service-Urban
Planning. 1980), Route 5. Box 330, West Liberty.
Kentuclcy. Tim is a land surveyor for Curd and AssociaICS, Inc.

Elaine Cohron (Geography, 1985). 2513 RivcnnOnl
Court, 923. Louisvil le. Elaine is a Canographcr for the
Defense Mapping Agency.

Mark S. Binkley (Geography, 1981). Mark is lCaching
meteorology and climatology at Mississippi State
University. He directs the Climatology Lab and the
Broadcast Meteorology Program.

G. Renee Slaughter (Geography, 1985). Renee is
employed as an Environmentalist by the Division of
Abandoned Lands, Depanment of Natural Resources, in
Frankfort.

Larry R. Daugherty (Geo)ogy, 1977) . Larry rcpons that
he is evaluating fcderaluacts on the outer continental shelf
for oil and gas lease sales. Larry is employed by Minerals
Management Service and resides at 2620 Albany Street.
Kenner. Louisiana.

Edwa rd Sm ith (Geography, 1973). P.O. Box 265,
Oceanville, New Jersey. Edward is a Land Surveyor and
Environmentalist for Fellows, Read and Associates in
Atlantic City, New Jersey.

Denny Fries (Geo10gy, 1976). Denny is a geologist
for Ikerd -Bandy Company in Somerset, KcnlUcky. He

is the manager of Coal Exploration Safely Training and
Regulatory Affairs. He is a member of GSA and the
Society for Explosives Engineers. Denny lives at 100
Rosemont, Somerset, Kentucky.
Tim Slattery (Geography, 1986). Tim is a platoon
leader for the U.S. Army at Fon Bliss, Texas. He is
also the executive officer of the B Bauery of the 62nd
Air Defense Arti llery. He is married to WKU graduate,
Elizabeth Hocker. Tim's address is 3334 ZION, C-2,
El Paso, Texas.
Perry D. J ohnson (Geography, 1983). Perry is a
Criminal Investigator for the U.S. Customs Service. He
received an M.B.A. from National University in San
Diego in March, 1987. Perry is single (but still
looking, he reports) and resides at 1525 Border
Avenue, Corona. Californ ia.
Matt C. Cornacc hione (Business Management and
Cultural Geography, 1986). 1883 Slaton Coun.
Wonhington. Ohio. Man is a manager at JSRB, Inc .

Ste"en Baugh (Geography, 1986). Steven isa
drafLSman for DDS Engineeri ng. He and his wife Lori
Davenport (and peLS Jamaica Blue and Sasha!) reside at
2118B Stonebrook Coun in Bowling Green. They are
hoping to relocate to a distant state.
George W. Trou tman (Geology, 1974). George is a
Pelrolcum Geologist who fonned Troutman Geological, Inc. in 1984. He is ucasurer of the Oklahoma City
Geological Society and was Editor of the Shale
Shalcer Digest XI (1982- 1985). He has been listed in
Who's Who in the South and Southwest (1987-88) and
Who's Who of Emerging Leaders in America, 1st
Edition, 1988. George is married to Marcia Roseman
Troutman, a former leaChing principal at SL Joseph
Elementary in Bowling Grecn. George and Marcia
now have six ch ildren ages 4 through 12. They residl!
at 4406 Karen Drive, Edmond, Oklahoma.
Andy Lange (Geography, City and Regional Planning,
1983). 519 Claremoor Drive, Bowling Grecn, Kentucky. Andy is a Public Administration Specialist for
the Barren River Area Development Disu icL

Wayne Burke (History, Geography, 197 1). 4601
Lynnbroolc Drive, Louisville. Wayne is an agent and
training director for ICH Companies. Prior to his
current occupation, he taught social studies (including
geography) for ninc years.

Donald Simard (planning, MPS, 1984). After service in
a regional planning agency in Maine and as a city planner
in New Hampshire, Don has become Planning Director
for the City of Biddeford Maine. His address is Biddeford Planning Depanment, Box 586, Biddeford, Maine.

John P. Carr (Geography, 1976). John is a computer
programmer. He is married with three children. John
has taken up the sport of sailboot rac ing and competes
on the Chesapeake Bay and Atlantic Ocean. John and
his family reside at 4080 Roxmill Court, Glenwood,
Maryland.

Joseph A. Murphy (Geography, 1953). Joseph is a
faculty member of Augusta College. He is an Associate Professor of Education and the Acti ng Dean of the
School of Education. He lives at % 1 Heard Avenue,
Augusta, Georgia.

Gaines Michael Long (Geography, 1975). 700
Peveler Drive. Russellville, Kentucky. Gaines is a
receiving clerk for E.R. Carpenter Company.

Barry Stevens (Geography, 1982). 2737 Allen Street,
Owensboro, KentUCky. Barry is an instructor and
recruiter in the Job Training Partnership Act, GED
program at Longfellow Adult Learning Center.

Clovis C, Perry, Jr. (Geography, 1985). C10vis is a
statistician for Appalachian Computer Services, Inc. He
has earned an associate degree from Sue Bennett College
in Business Adm inistrntio n and is purs uing a doctorate in
Business Administration from the Uni versity of Ken·
tucky. He also plans to certify as a fina ncial planner.
Clovis resides at 2642 Blackwater Rood , London,
Kentucky.
Pren tice L. GOll (Geography, 195 1). Prentice is a retired
eoUege administrator and professor. He received an M.A.
from Western in 1952 and a Doctorate in Education from
Peabody College of Vanderbilt in 1962. He is presently
fann ing at 5550 Mt. Olivet Rd. , Bowling Grecn, Kentucky.
Ca rolyn Dingus (Geology, 1981). In the first GEOGRAM, we reported that Carolyn had received an M.S.
from Southern IlJinois and that she was working for
Chevron Corporation. She thanked us for the degree but
reportS that both notations were wrong. We regret the
error. Carolyn works for Geophysical Service Inc. in
Midland, Texas. She reports that all is going well in the
Lone Star State. She resides at 4530 Leddy Drive,
Midland.
Judi DeWilde Craig (Geography, 1983). Judi is a de·
mographer fo r the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Com mis·
sion. She and her hus band, Bob, reside at 815 N. High
Street, Columbus, Ohio.
Joe Ganci (Geography, 1975). Joe is a teacher for the
National Park Service. He and his wife, Sharon and son,
Ryan ,live in Park City, Kentucky. His address is P.O.
Box 214.

Mark A. Huebner (Geology, 1984). Mark is a Location
Manager for ElDorado Chemical Company. He manages
a blasting products prodoction planL Mark is married to
Sandra McClure Huebner and has a baby boy, Bryce
Leland. The Huebners live at Route 3, Box 258, Hart·
ford, Kentucky.
Percy Ray Downs, Jr. (Geography, 1973). Percy is a
teacher at Grayson County Schools. During the summers
he works at Mammoth Cave as a representative for a
foreign exchange program. He lives at 412 Tilden Street,
Leitehneld, Kentucky.
Thomas E. Phillips (Geography, Public Administration
and Urban Regio nal Planning, 1979). 600 Queen Anne,
Seattle, Washington. Tho mas received an M.A. from
Rutgers University in 1982. He is an aviation consultant
for TRA Airport Consulting.
Mike Alcorn (Geology, 1986). Mike is a cartographcr
for the Defense Mapping Agency in Louisville. His
mailing address is 580 Saybrook Court. Lexington,
Kentucky.
Jon Eric Crumbie (Geography, 1982). 2022 Stuan.
Court, #4, Lexington, Kentucky. Jon is a drarting techni·
c ian for Booker Assoc iates Inc. of Kentucky.
Leonard J, Ppynski (Geography, 1972). Leonard
received an M.A. in Geography from Ball State in 1973.
He recently taught Economic Geography at Onondaga
Community College. He was a panelist on the New York
State High School Geography Curriculum Commiucc.
Leonard is now a self-employed letterpress printer. He
lives at 125 Savaria Drive, Syracuse, New York.

Gregory Lee Clark (Geography, 1975). Gregory is a
Brokerage Manager for Ligon Nationwide. He is married
to Rise Owen Clark and has 3 children, Leslce, Richard
and Ben. The Clarks live at 124 Montrose Avenue,
Madisonville, Kentucky.

Lee Stinnett (Geography, B.S, and Recreation, M.S.,
1987). Lee is employed by TV A and is a Recreation
Program Planncr at Land Bctween the Lakes. He resides
at Golden Pond. Kenwcky.

Diane Raer H unl (Geography, 1980). 440 Lexington
Road, Versailles, Kentucky. Diane received a Masters of
City and Regional Planning from Ohio State University in
1982 and worked as a planner until the purchase of her
own business in 1984.

Rona ld Gonterman (Geology, 197 1). 1574 Newark
Road, Granville, Ohio. Ronald is involved in Research
Management for OwcnsIComing Fiberglass.

Tamara (Ooyer ) Lewis (Geography and Me l/Climatol·
ogy, 1983). 809 Locust Street, Mishawaka, lnd iana.
Tamara has been an instructor at Davenport College since
1984. She is currently working on certincation to leach
high school eart.h/space sciences.
Tony Able (Geography, 1986). Tony is a Hydrologist ror
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. He evaluates
groundwaLCr monitoring reports concerning the release of
hazardous wastes and enrorces statutes and reg ulations
under the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act.
Tony lives at 278 1 Hillyer Ave., Decatur, Georgia.

Gilbert L. Druen (Geography. 1967). 1083 Ellen,
Arnold, Missouri . Gil bert is a Cartographer for the
Defense Mapping Agency Aerospace Center.
Davis L. Downs (Earth Scie nce and Geography, 1968).
Davis is an Earth Science Teacher for the Bardstown
Board of Edocation. He has also been an auctioneer and
rcal estate broker for the last 15 years. He and his wife
have one son Todd who just may be at WKU next year.
They live on Route 2, Taylorsville, Kentucky.
Edwin Lloyd McGee (Geography and History, 1971).
P.O. Box 432, Lakeview, Ohio. Edwin is a postmaster
for the U.S. Postal Serv ice.
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